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Introduction: Animals exhibit analogous behavioral conditions 
that are equivalent to certain human psychiatric illnesses. 
Animal psychiatry is a growing field as more information about 
animals is uncovered, such as their ability to understand and 
interact with their guardians as well as their environment. The 
most commonly reported psychiatric disorders in companion 
animals, such as dogs and cats are generalized anxiety disorder, 
obsessive-compulsive disorder, separation anxiety disorder, and 
post-traumatic stress disorder. The behavioral disorders of 
animals have great similarity with human psychiatry (such as 
generalized anxiety disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, 
impulse control disorders and panic disorder), and thus, models 
developed through scientific work with animals, may help in the 
understanding of human psychiatry, increasing the importance 
of veterinary psychiatric actions, bringing elucidations for the 
behavioral pathologies of pets and providing elements of the 
scientific basis for the advancement of human psychiatric 
actions. Problem behaviors are often the result of how an animal 
manages to interconnect specific factors, e.g. how they reflect, 
how they feel, the genetic influence of each individual, and the 
environmental influences to which they are exposed. By taking 
these aspects into account and moving away from only direct 
description diagnoses of pathologies, and focusing on emotional 
and cognitive causes, we can diagnose, treat, and manage 
behavioral pathologies in pets, as well as generate valuable 
information for the many areas of psychiatric practice. The 
veterinary psychiatrist must evaluate physical disorders that 
may lead to or exacerbate abnormal behaviors so that these are 
not mistakenly dismissed. From there, noting the patients’ 
ethological changes, the focus should shift to mental and 
emotional health, ranging from an assessment of normal 
behavior to the diagnosis of mental and emotional disorders, 
addressing emotions of anxiety and frustration, as well as other 
disorders. For each of these situations, actions such as behavior 
modification, management of the animal’s environment, 
training, and, when necessary, use of medication, are 
methodologies that the Pv professional can and should use to 
seek to maintain the patient's well-being. The owner’s concerns 
should never be overlooked, including management problems, 
aggression, affective disorder, elimination disorder, abnormal 
and repetitive behaviors, and ageing-related problems. In all 
these cases, help should be offered to the guardians with 
theoretical and practical actions focused on normal and 
abnormal behavior in dogs and cats from the point of view of 
emotion and cognition; provides protocols for behavior 
modification, doses and indications of drugs, in order to assist 
in the management of the case. 
 
Keywords: Veterinary Psychiatry. Behavior. Psychobiology. 
 

1COOPAGRO – Cooperative of Technical Services of Agribusiness 

[Cooperativa de Serviços Técnicos do Agronegócio], Natal, Rio 

Grande do Norte, Brazil 
2Veterinary Medicine, UFCG – Federal University of Campina 

Grande, Patos, Paraíba, Brazil 
3UNINASSAU/PB – Maurício de Nassau University Center, João 

Pessoa, Paraíba, Brazil 

*Corresponding author: gdfurtado@hotmail.com 

CREDIT AUTHORSHIP CONTRIBUTION STATEMENT 
GDF: conceptualization, practice, and writing of the article. DBS: 
participated in the methodology and writing. FESS: writing review 
and supervision. 
DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
The authors declare no conflict of interest with the participants or 
collaborators of this article, either directly or indirectly. 
FUNDING SOURCE 
The authors declare that no funding is applicable for this research. 
 
 
 

REFERENCES 
ALCOCK, J. Animal behavior: An evolutionary approach. 8. ed. 
Sunderland: Sinauer Associates, 2005. Available from: 
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2005-04676-000. Accessed on: 20 
oct. 2022. 
FERREIRA, T.C.; SOUSA, C.V.S.; COSTA, P.P.C. Obsessive compulsive 
disorder in dogs and cats [Transtorno obsessivo compulsivo em cães 
e gatos]. Journal of Veterinary Science and Public Health, 
Umuarama, v. 3, n. 1, p. 37-43, 2016. Available from: 
https://doi.org/10.4025/revcivet.v3i1.32567. 
FRANK, D.; BÉLANGER, M.C.; BÉCUWE-BONNET, V; PARENT, J. 
Prospective medical evaluation of 7 dogs presented with fly biting. 
The Canadian Veterinary Journal, Ottawa, v. 53, n. 12, p. 1279-
1284, 2012. Available from: 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3500118/. 
Acessed on: 20 oct. 2022. 
JURUENA, M.F.; CLEARE, A.J.; PARIANTE, C.M. The Hypothalamic 
Pituitary Adrenal axis, Glucocorticoid receptor function and 
relevance to depression [O eixo hipotálamo-pituitária-adrenal, a 
função dos receptores de glicocorticóides e sua importância na 
depressão]. Brazilian Journal of Psychiatry, São Paulo, v. 26, n. 3, 
p .189-201, 2004. Available from: https://doi.org/10.1590/S1516-
44462004000300009. 
TYNES, V.V.; SINN, L. Abnormal repetitive behaviors in dogs and cats: 
A guide for practitioners. Veterinary Clinics of North America: 
Small Animal Practice, Philadelphia, v. 44, n. 3, p. 543-564, 2014. 
Available from: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cvsm.2014.01.011. 
WEBSTER, A.B. Physiology and behavior of the hen during induced 
molt. Poultry Science, Champaign, v. 82, n. 6, p. 992-1002, 2003. 
Available from: https://doi.org/10.1093/ps/82.6.992. 

Submitted on: 22 Oct. 2022  
Accepted on: 3 Dec. 2022  

Published on: 31 Dec. 2022 
 

© Copyright 2022 

 
 

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5611-4814
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3529-2181
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1329-0057
mailto:gdfurtado@hotmail.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

